- The austenitizing occurs at a temperature T Auste ni,e of more than 900°C, preferably from 

about 920°C and about 950°C. 

- The perlite formation occurs at cooling speeds of less than about 0.1 K/sec in a 
temperature range between a starting temperature Tp erti ,e,start of about 680°C and a final 

temperature Tp eri ite,finai of about 650°C. 

- The martensite formation starts at a temperature T M a rt ensite.start of about 200°C. 

Page 8, line 8, to page 8, line 13: 

While in the case of conventional hardened roller bearing steel, for 

example SAE 52100, the structural part must be cooled in seconds to a 
temperature T Ma rtensite,start of about 290°C, in the case of the present invention 
hours are available. However depending on the alloy compositions in the case of 
an industrial heat treatment and/or thermo-mechanical process eeeWf^mfinjng 
effects must be considered. 

REMARKS 

This is a preliminary amendment filed to correct minor translation errors 
and change the choice of wording in the specification and claims of the above- 
identified U.S. Patent Application, which was filed on or about October 7, 2003. 

Claim 2 required changes to insert some omitted necessary words as 
shown above. 

Changes were also made in the specification as shown above. The 
changes in the paragraphs on pages 7 and 8 were the result of translation errors 
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in the translation of the original German Patent Application, 102 47 372.2, on 
which priority is based. 

Should the Examiner require or consider it advisable that the specification, 
claims and/or drawing be further amended or corrected in formal respects to put 
this case in condition for final allowance, then it is requested that such 
amendments or corrections be carried out by Examiner's Amendment and the 
case passed to issue. Alternatively, should the Examiner feel that a personal 
discussion might be helpful in advancing the case to allowance, he or she is 
invited to telephone the undersigned at 1-631-549 4700. 

In view of the foregoing, favorable allowance is respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Michael J. Striker, 
Attorney for the Applicants 
Reg. No. 27,233 




9 



